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My family is a “long distance family”. The four of us have been living in three different 
cities and countries since a long time ago. I find myself always on the road and traveling, 
feel like been living out of suitcases my entire life.

LONG DISTANCE FAMILY













2010 fall arrived
new home

1998-2010 summer

2 hour drive every weekend
friday afternoon to sunday 

my house location

my school location 
2 hour commute daily

World map and maps of my two home towns and map of NYC to Philly 

Events 

Time
My parents met, dated for 7 years and got married at 1997

I was born in 1998

My brother was born in 2008. My mom moved to another city 

that year

My parents started their company

My mom, my brother and I moved to another city. It has been 
10 years.

I moved to the United States for the rest of high school 
then college

 I moved to 

new high school

When I was little I was always traveling around staying with different relatives. As I grow a little 
older, I moved across the globe to study in high school and college, my family decide to set a 
tradition of texting in the group chat everyday: “Good morning and evening, everyone” is what 
everyone says. And I respond “Morning, doing my homework (emoji)”.
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INSPIRATION



2008

2001 2019
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My clothes in the past 
twenty one years, every 
circle compared to tree’s 
growth ring. 

Three family photos within the last 20 years. Each photo attached threads connecting every family members’ clothing at the time. This to represent the long distance family.

DEVELOPMENT 

There were only three 
of us in 2001.

My brother was born. We 
became a family of four. 

We were on a trip in 2019, 
it has been almost a year 
since I last saw them.

The horizontal white threads 
represent different places I 
stayed, the colorful threads 
are my connections with 
them. 

Stockings, threads and 
black beads represent 
going back and forth 
between city and countries. 

Embroidered cities onto fabric  



The “transparent family member” 

“come and go”

Dad’s “Parallel lifestyle” 

When there was 3 of us

connect our thoughts about missing each other

When Im thinking about you, you are probably thinking about me too.

when I miss my family

when my family misses me

௏ஷىᔮࢶ
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When I Miss My Family

思念关系图 

When my family misses me

The “Transparent” family member 

 come and go

When there were three of us 
Dad’s “parallel” life style

DEVELOPMENT

Connect our thoughts about missing each other

This set of photos represents a shoe mat 
and on that mat there is always someone 
putting shoes on meaning they are getting 
ready to leave, and or someone is putting 
on home sides meaning they just got back 
to an empty home. On rare occasions, no 
one is trying to wear the shoes because we 
are all home. 
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 1. This drawing on the left is based off of a world map and I traced the outline of 

each continent on AI. I made every outline smaller and smaller to create a sheet of 
layering and wrinkle effect.

2. I connected the places i’ve been to by using dots and red lines on the map.

3. Lastly, based on the shapes I got, I experimented with gauze to achieve that.    
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DEVELOPMENT
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TEXTILE DEVELOPMENT

3D effect print Knit piece

QINGDAO

Print on knit piece 2 Print on knit piece 4

Print on knit piece 3

PHILIDELPHIA 

NEW YORK CITY 

Step1: draw the maps grids. Step2: pick out all shapes from the grids. Step3: make shapes into pattern. Step 4: knit pattern.

RIZHAO



Printing my face on a sheet of chiffon and hang 
the corners on the wall. Then placing a fan 
underneath to blow the chiffon while getting 
different facial expressions on my face. This 
represents my emotions I go through when I’m 
not with my family.
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TEXTILE DEVELOPMENT

Colorful wires represent the 
path from places to places.

Clay molding, fabric molding, vegetable tanning leather molding & knit pattern design  

Distance:44.8km

One cone of thread: 
2.5 km 

17 cones of threads

Unwinding threads 
r e p r e s e n t t h e 
distance between my  
two hometowns. 
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FINAL


