‘._’.“\" -

TR
s

r -

3
‘4
¥
d
<

,,.

Chan AL
= e
‘?"”m‘*-fa“---‘::*v AT o i e

J,_I

by S
£
ER TR L L S '.;v WVLE WY ik NV T MVEE VL N VALY




PORAE /o

AN T AL Tl e

e ——
F

a\;a_;;;:;::::lllrn-mﬁy_,uwnu:..

w




Lol coloc

Sleciar olounande

e T Ty African-Americans in America lacked sufficient ar Listic
talent to create nn-n':uull_\ satisfyin, acts.

A second, and perhaps ever, more damaging,
stereotype is the notion that the quilts made by slave
Waomen on antebellum plantations were crafted under
the watchfn) eye of the mistress and were made
according to ninetecnth-century concepts of Euro-
American design traditions, In other w ords, individual
creativity and improvisation are thought to have been
nonexistent.

In fact, slaye quilters, who were forced by plantation
riles to work within a Euro-Amer tradition. found
inventive ways to disguise within the quilt improvisg-
tional forms and ele, cents from African cosmology and
mythology. A strong and continued belief in o smol-
gy is evidenced by representations of the sun, the
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Congo cross, and the frequent use of red and white
which comes from the

The influence o African mythology survived in the
snake motil, which is & symbol of Damballah, the West
African god of fertility. Symbols of Er he Vodun
goddess of lov pPpes in slave-made textiles in the
form of intricate flower patterns.

As evidence of these myths concerning slave - made
quilts and other handerafted artifacts, I offer the
following excerpt from a letter I received from the

Fan unidentificd slave woman, (The President of & Southern historical society
de d slave 5 {

wen, Richmond, Virginia)

ashed-brick slave cabins from The Hermitage, Chatham County, Georgia. (Historic American
Survey, Photographic Collection, Libiary of € ess, Wishington, D.C.)

southern belle . often characterized by fashion falements such as ahoopsiia ,
The image of a Southern belle is 0 o straviiat) andBIOVEs. As signs of tanning were congjgergg
e f . -hrimme:

deI:'e :ar:Jle during this era, parasols and fans are also often fepresenteg,
= ashio
king-class and unfa nj and become [adi ;
Eit ected to many respectable young r.“e h’ is ch ?S “soqe%
Southern belles were lcxp a community. The Southern belle arc el:pilsd aracterized by

{ family an +nd 3 flirtati et chaste demeanor.
i [h'teality aycultivation of beauty, and a flirtatious y! |
Southern hospi g ho was bomn into the planter class of Kentucky in the Antebellum ]
allie Ward, who w B

corsét, pantalettes,

For example, S:
South, was called a Southern belle.
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