My Story

Vietnam, a country shaped like the letter “S,” is known for its rich cultural heritage,
resilient history, and the gentle beauty of its rural landscapes. These elements have
always served as an endless source of inspiration for young creatives like myself. My
name is Van, a fashion design student born and raised in a peaceful countryside village.
My childhood was intertwined with the image of lush bamboo groves — a symbol of
strength and perseverance that echoes through Vietnamese folk tales and historical
legends. This iconic image of bamboo has become the driving force behind my mission:
to incorporate cultural identity into fashion and to contribute to the advancement of
sustainable fashion in Vietnam.

From the moment | began my university studies in fashion design, | was driven by one
key question: how can fashion go beyond aesthetics to carry meaning, sustainability, and
cultural identity? This question led me to a unique idea — to design footwear inspired by
bamboo, a material deeply embedded in the everyday life and cultural consciousness of
the Viethamese people.

After much research and experimentation, | developed a prototype that embodies both
traditional craftsmanship and modern sensibility. The outer surface of the shoe features
handwoven bamboo patterns, representing Vietham’s artisanal heritage. The outsole,
insole, tongue, and eyelet lining are made from genuine leather, offering durability and
structure. The interior is lined with soft leather to enhance comfort, and the heel is
constructed from bamboo, symbolizing the harmony between nature and design.

This combination of materials is not only practical but also environmentally conscious.
Bamboo is lightweight, biodegradable, and rapidly renewable — requiring minimal
fertilizers and pesticides. Leather, when sourced and treated responsibly, ensures
longevity and premium quality. Together, they create a product that is sustainable,
stylish, and meaningful. Each step taken in these shoes is a celebration of Viethamese
culture and a contribution to reducing environmental impact.

My long-term vision is to establish a sustainable fashion brand that integrates
Vietnamese cultural elements with environmentally friendly practices. | believe that
studying in an international academic environment — where innovation, interdisciplinary
knowledge, and diverse perspectives converge — will equip me with the skills and
resources necessary to refine my designs and bring them to a global platform.

The journey from concept to creation of my bamboo-inspired footwear reflects my deep
passion for cultural preservation and creative innovation. | believe fashion is not only a
form of self-expression but also a powerful medium to promote sustainability and cultural
storytelling. Being able to study abroad would be a transformative opportunity for me to
further develop my craft and bring the spirit of Vietnam to the world.



Viethamese version

Viét Nam — manh dat hinh chi¥ S — néi tiéng vé&i nén van héa lau doi, lich sir kién cwéong
va vé dep yén binh cta lang qué. Nhirng yéu tb Ay ludn 1a ngudn cdm hirng bét tan cho
nhirng ngudi tré dam mé sang tao nhw t6i. Téi tén 1a Van, sinh vién chuyén nganh thiét
ké thoi trang, 1&n 1én tai mét ving qué thanh binh. Tudi tho téi gan lién véi hinh anh
nhirng rang tre xanh bat ngat — biéu twong cho strc séng bén bi va tinh than quat cwdng,
dwoc phan anh ré nét trong cac cau chuyén dan gian va trang st hao hung cta dan téc.
Hinh anh cay tre 4y chinh 1a nguén cdm hirng dé t6i theo dudi s& ménh: dwa ban sac
van hoa Viét vao thoi trang, dong thdi déng gop vao sw phat trién cla thoi trang bén
virng tai Viét Nam.

Ngay t khi bat dau theo hoc nganh thiét ké thoi trang, tdi da ludn tran tré véi cau hoi:
lam thé nao dé thoi trang khong chi dep ma con mang y nghia, cé tinh bén virng va
chra dwng gié tri vdn héa? T cau hdi 4y, t6i da hinh thanh nén mét y twéng doc dao —
thiét ké giay lay cdm hirng tir cay tre, chat liéu gan giii trong d&i sdng ngudi Viét va giau
biéu twong van hoa.

Sau qua trinh nghién ctu va thir nghiém, téi da phat trién mau giay két hop gitra ky
thuat tha cong truyén théng va tw duy thiét ké hién dai. Lép bé mat cta giay st dung
hoa tiét tre dwoc dan thi cong, thé hién vé dep tinh té cha lang nghé Viét. Phan dé, uwi
giay, 16t trong va 16t 6-ré dwoc lam tlr da thudc nham dadm bao dd chéc chan, linh hoat
va dod bén cao. Bén trong giay dworc 16t bang da mém dé tao sw thodi mai cho ngudi st
dung, trong khi phan gét giay dwoc lam tir tre — diém nh&n mang tinh biéu twong, két nbi
thién nhién voi thiét ké dwong dai.

Sw két hop gitra tre va da khéng chi mang tinh thAm my ma con thé hién tw duy bén
virng. Tre 1a chat liéu nhe, phan hay sinh hoc, phat trién nhanh va it cAn phan bén hay
thuéc trir sau. Da thudc, néu dwoc xi ly va st dung c6 trach nhiém, sé gop phan ting
dd bén va gia tri cho sdn pham. Mbi bwdc chan trong déi giay khéng chi 1a mét trai
nghiém vé sy thodi mai ma con 1a mét hanh trinh kham pha van hoéa va nhan thic vé
moi trrong.

Toi mong mudn phat trién dy an nay thanh mét thwong hiéu thei trang bén virng mang
dam diu &n van hoa Viét. Tai tin rang, dwoc hoc tap trong mot méi trudng quéc té — noi
quy tu nhirng tri thire tién tién, cong nghé hién dai va sy da dang trong tw duy thiét ké —
sé gilp tdi hoan thién sadn phadm, mé réng tdm nhin va két ndi Viét Nam véi thj truérng
thdi trang toan cau.

Hanh trinh ttr y twédng dén hién thyc cla thiét ké giay 14y cdm hing tir tre 1& minh chirng
cho dam mé sang tao va khat vong gin gilr ban sac dan toc cta téi. Toi tin rang thoi
trang khoéng chi 1a céng cu thé hién ca tinh, ma con 1a ciu ndi van hoéa va nén tang dé
thic ddy phat trién bén viing. Co hdi dwoc du hoc sé 1a bwdc ngodt quan trong gidp toi
trwdng thanh hon trén con duwong theo dudi dam mé va dwa tinh than Viét Nam vuon
tam thé gioi.



