
Luntian Weave: A Modern Handbag Inspired by the Filipino Puso 
 
Luntian Weave is a handbag inspired by the traditional Filipino puso (woven palm leaf rice 
pouch), symbolizing Filipino culture, craftsmanship, unity, and sustainability. The woven body 
reflects the intricate artistry of local weaving techniques, while the leaf-inspired flaps and 
knotted handle give the bag a modern, elegant appearance. Its organic shape represents 
nature, resilience, and the harmony between tradition and contemporary fashion. 
 
The design transforms a familiar cultural icon into a stylish, functional accessory suitable for 
everyday use and special occasions. 
 
Description 
 
The bag features a structured woven body with smooth, leaf-like side panels that resemble 
folded palm leaves. Its signature knotted handle creates a unique focal point while providing 
a comfortable grip. The rounded base allows the bag to stand securely, and its compact 
silhouette makes it fashionable without sacrificing practicality. 
 
The rich green color symbolizes growth, nature, freshness, and environmental awareness, 
making it an ideal design for eco-conscious consumers. 
 
INSPIRATION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Objectives 
 
Create a fashionable handbag inspired by Filipino culture. 
Promote appreciation for traditional weaving through modern design. 
Develop a durable, functional, and elegant leather accessory. 
Encourage sustainable and locally inspired fashion. 
Showcase Filipino craftsmanship in contemporary product design. 
 
 



 Innovation Concept 
 
The project reimagines the traditional puso by replacing woven palm leaves with premium 
leather strips. The bag combines cultural heritage with luxury craftsmanship, resulting in a 
unique accessory suitable for everyday and formal use while maintaining the recognizable 
woven aesthetic. 
 
 Cultural Innovation 
 
The design modernizes a traditional Filipino object without losing its cultural identity. The 
woven structure, leaf-inspired flaps, and green color preserve the essence of the puso while 
presenting it as a sophisticated fashion statement for today's consumers. 
 
 Material Innovation 
 
Instead of natural palm leaves, the bag uses premium Nappa leather (or plant-based vegan 
leather) woven into the traditional pattern. Reinforced leather construction improves 
durability, flexibility, and longevity while maintaining the handcrafted appearance. 
 
 Cultural & Research References 
Filipino Puso (woven palm-leaf rice pouch) as the primary design inspiration. 
Traditional Filipino basket weaving techniques. 
Indigenous Filipino craftsmanship and weaving traditions. 
Sustainable fashion principles emphasizing durable materials and timeless designs. 
Modern luxury leather craftsmanship and structured handbag construction. 
 
 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Pencil Drawing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MATERIALS & TECHNIQUES 
 

Materials 
●​ Premium Nappa leather (or vegan leather) 
●​ Microfiber suede lining 
●​ Magnetic snap closure 
●​ Brass or stainless steel hardware 
●​ Reinforced base board 
●​ Polyester thread 
●​ Eco-friendly adhesive 

Techniques (Construction) 
●​ Leather weaving 
●​ Precision cutting 
●​ Saddle stitching 
●​ Machine stitching 
●​ Edge painting and burnishing 
●​ Hand assembly 
●​ Reinforced structural construction 

Sustainability Strategy 
●​ Use responsibly sourced materials 
●​ Offer vegan leather option 
●​ Minimize material waste 
●​ Use recyclable packaging 
●​ Promote long-lasting product use 

Target Market 
●​ Young professionals 
●​ Fashion enthusiasts 
●​ Eco-conscious consumers 
●​ Tourists 
●​ Supporters of local products 

 

 
          IMPACT 
 
 
Social Impact 
 
Promotes Filipino culture 
Supports local artisans 
Encourages appreciation of handmade products 
Inspires cultural pride 
 
Economic Impact 
 
Creates livelihood opportunities 
Supports local leather industries 



Boosts the creative economy 
Encourages local entrepreneurship 
 
Environmental Impact 
 
Reduces fast-fashion waste 
Encourages sustainable consumption 
Uses durable, long-lasting materials 
Promotes eco-friendly production practices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Luntian Weave successfully transforms the traditional Filipino “puso”into a modern leather 
handbag that celebrates culture, craftsmanship, and sustainability. By combining traditional 
weaving techniques with contemporary design and durable materials, the bag offers both 
functionality and aesthetic appeal. More than a fashion accessory, it represents Filipino 
identity and innovation, encouraging the appreciation of local heritage while promoting 
sustainable and timeless design for today's market. 
 


